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the wooden handle in the water, the iron of its own accord swam and
joined it again, as St Gregory relates. St Benedict's reputation drew
the most illustrious personages from Rome, and other remote parts, to
see him. Many who came clad in purple, sparkling with gold and
precious stones, charmed with the admirable sanctity of the servant of
God, prostrated themselves at his feet to beg his blessing and prayers,
and some, imitating the sacrifice of Abraham, placed their sons under
his conduct in their most tender age, that they might be formed to perfect
virtue from their childhood. Among others, two rich and most illustrious
senators, Eutychius (or rather Equitius) and Tertullus, committed to his
care their two sons, Maurus, then twelve years old, and Placidus, also a
child, in 522. The devil, envying so much good, stirred up his wicked
instruments to disturb the tranquillity of the servant of God. Florentius,
a priest in the neighbouring country, though unworthy to bear that
sacred character, moved by a secret jealousy, persecuted the saint>
and aspersed his reputation with grievous slanders. Bennet, being a
true disciple of Christ, knew no revenge but that of meekness and
silence; and not to inflame the envy of his adversary, left Sublacum,
and repaired to Mount Cassino. He had not got far on his journey
when he heard that Florentius was killed by the fall of a gallery in
which he was. The saint was much afflicted at his sudden and unhappy
death, and enjoined Maurus a penance for calling it a deliverance from
persecution.

St Bennet met on Mount Cassino one Martin, a venerable old hermit^
who, to confine himself to a more austere solitude, had chained himself
to the ground in his cell with a long iron chain. The holy abbot, fearing
this singularity might be a mark of affectation, said to him, " If you are
a servant of Jesus Christ, let the chain of his love, not one of iron, hold
you fixed in your resolution." Martin gave proof of his humility by his
obedience, and immediately laid aside his chain. St Bennet governed
also a monastery of ntins, situate near Mount Cassino, as is mentioned
by St Gregory; he founded an abbey of men at Terracina, and sent
St Placidus into Sicily to establish another in that island. Though
ignorant of secular learning, he was eminently replenished with the Spirit
of God, and an experimental science of spiritual things; on which account
he is said by St Gregory the Great to have been " learnedly ignorant and
wisely unlettered ": for the alphabet of this great man is infinitely more
desirable than all the empty science of the world, as St Arsenius said of
St Antony. St Bennet, possessing perfectly the science of the saints,
and being enabled by the Holy Ghost to be the guide of innumerable
souls in the most sublime paths of Christian perfection, compiled a
monastic tide which, for wisdom and discretion^ St Gregory the Great
preferred to all other rules, and which was afterwards adopted for some